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Dewey Decimal System Part 1
Skills category


Introduction to the Dewey Decimal System 
Grade levels


4th
Time required


20 minutes
Objectives


Students will understand that the Dewey Decimal System





organizes books in the library.  There are many




ways to organize categories.  Dewey is the standard that





we use in libraries.
Materials Needed
 
“Doohickey Kits” Activity
Preparation
1. Prepare “Doohickey Kits”.  You will need one kit for every three to five students.  Kits consist of approximately 25-30 small items (such as found in a junk drawer) placed in a Ziploc sandwich bag.  Each bag must contain identical items.  
Example of items to place in bags:  bobby pin, paper clip, piece of string or ribbon, elastic band, q-tip, eraser, crayon,

earring, cotton ball, playing piece from a game, straw, button, screw, clothes pin, band aid, twist tie, etc. (Please use items that are safe for students to handle.)

Procedure


1. Greet the students.  Ask them to stand up.  Tell the





students that you want to divide them into groups.  Ask all 



the girls to stand in one area and the boys to stand in 



another area.  After they get to their locations tell them that 



you have changed your mind.  Instead, you would like them 


to divide into four groups.  Ask students to divide into 



groups by green eyes, blue eyes, brown eyes, and gray 



eyes.  Ask the students, “How many other ways could we 



divide into groups?”  Try some of their suggestions.




 2. Have the students sit down at tables with three to five 



students per table.  Pass out a “Doohickey Kit” to each 



table.  Tell the student groups that they have three minutes 



to divide the objects into at least three groups but not more





than five groups.  There are no wrong ways to do this.  At 



the end of the time limit have a spokesperson from each 



group stand up and explain to the class how their group





divided the objects.  (It will be interesting. Groupings will




vary from long objects, soft objects, sharp objects to items





used in the bathroom, the kitchen, etc.)  This process of




dividing things into groups can also be called “ cataloging”





or putting things into “categories”.





3. Tell the students, “The books in the library are divided 



into groups too.”  There are a lot of different ways the 



books could be divided into groups according to subjects.




In the library we use the categories that Dewey created.  
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